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For more than 50 years, the Trust Fund for Children with Special Needs

(formerly the Crippled Children’s Fund) has been a resource for families of

children with special needs. It was initiated in 1944 with a very generous

gift of Dow Chemical stock by Dr. James T. Pardee, one of the founders 

of the Dow Chemical Company; during his lifetime Pardee supported

charities and activities for children with special needs. His gift created the

opportunity to set aside resources to be used for services and supports for

children with special needs when no other public funding was available.

This gift continues to comprise a major portion of the Trust Fund,

although other families, individuals, businesses and organizations have 

supported the fund through thoughtful gifts and bequests.
Since its inception, the Trust Fund has financed many unique and

innovative services and supports for children. During its early years, the
Trust Fund contributed resources to establish a model program for 
providing artificial limbs for children with amputations. In the 1950’s the
Trust Fund underwrote a blindness prevention program which furnished
2,000 pairs of glasses for children with vision defects. Later children with
hearing losses were able to obtain therapy through the support of the
Trust Fund. A prenatal screening program to help aid in the diagnosis 
of neural tube defects and Down’s Syndrome was also partially financed
through the Trust Fund.

A Message from the Co-Chairs of
the Trust Fund Subcommittee   

A Historical Perspective

How to Contribute: The trust fund welcomes all contributions 
of any amount.  Gifts are fully tax deductible to the extent allowed by
law, and will be promptly acknowledged.

Gifts may be sent to: The Trust Fund for Children with Special Needs 
Michigan Department of Community Health 
PO Box 30479
400 S. Pine, 7th Floor
Lansing, MI 48909-7979

Randy Krause

Ira Strumwasser

We are delighted to share with you the many contributions 

made by the Trust Fund for Children with Special Needs, by the

volunteers who spend countless hours advising the Department

of Community Health, and by the staff who are devoted to

improving lives of children with special needs by funding 

unique services and projects. Since 1944, the Trust Fund has 

benefitted hundreds of families by providing services and 

supports not available through governmental funding. Our 

commitment is to continue to enrich families and communities 

through thoughtful and innovative awards to support children

with special health care needs.

Randy Krause, Co-Chair                    Ira Strumwasser, Ph.D., Co-Chair

James K. Haveman
“The Trust Fund 
functions in just the
right way.  It is 
available so families
can have their 
children’s special
health care needs met
when no other funding
is available.  They
receive what they
need, when they 
need it.”

James K. Haveman, Jr.,
Director
Michigan Department of
Community Health    

For Further
Information
About The
Trust Fund
For information 
about the Trust Fund, 
including how to 
apply for a grant,
please contact the:

Trust Fund:
1-517-241-7420
CSHCS Family 
Phone Line:
1-800-359-3722
Trust Fund FAX:
1-517-241-8970

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Trust Fund for Children with Special Needs is

to provide support for children with special health care needs

that is not met through other public health care programs. The

fund supports unique services and programs for special needs

children and their families/care givers that promote optimal

health and development.



Grant Awards 

The Trust Fund for Children with Special Needs awarded grants to nearly
200 families in fiscal year 1999. These funds, totaling $282,498, are 
used to support the unique health care needs of children and families
throughout Michigan.

SPECIAL SERVICES AND EQUIPMENT
When there is a need for special services or equipment and there is no
other source of payment (or only partial support is available), the Trust
Fund may help provide funding. For example, partial support for van 
lifts, therapeutic tricycles, and wheelchair ramps is available.
FISCAL YEAR 1999 EXPENDITURES: $282,498

THE PARENT PARTICIPATION PROGRAM (PPP)
The Parent Participation Program (PPP) serves families of children with
special needs. The PPP was designed to help ensure an active partnership
with parents and the Children’s Special Health Care Services (CSHCS)
Division. PPP facilitates parent participation on advisory committees, and
parent consultants work with the CSHCS Division to help shape CSHCS policies
and procedures. Parents are often granted scholarships to attend conferences 
related to their child’s special needs. Transportation and child care grants allow
family members to participate in PPP activities. Another important element of
PPP is the Family Support Network (FSN). FSN is a statewide, coordinated 
network of parents and parent support groups. These parents offer quality 
parent-to-parent support to families across the state. Parent coordinators of FSN
get stipends through the trust fund. The trust fund also underwrites a toll-free
hotline (including a language line with interpreters) and related support for 
parents to use in finding information and identifying other resources. The 
CSHCS Family Phone number is 1-800-359-3722 
FISCAL YEAR 1999 EXPENDITURES: $109,079

SPECIAL PROJECTS
Funds are provided for special projects that support families who have children
with special needs.  In FY 99 the Trust Fund supported the Douglass Community
Association in development of a transitional program for adolescents with sickle
cell disease.  This program is designed to help ease adolescents from pediatric to
adult care as they transition into adulthood.
Fiscal Year 1999 Expenditures:  $10,000.

ADMINISTRATION AND COMMUNICATION
The Trust Fund pays for the cost of administration and communications, such 
as the publication of an annual report, brochures, and staffing related to the 
activities required to process and award grants.
Fiscal Year 1999 Expenditures $10,161.

Lydia
Lydia and her family
live in Escanaba, and
recently attended the
Relatively Speaking
Conference sponsored
by the Trust Fund for
Children with Special
Needs. The fund is also
paying for a therapeutic
electrical stimulation
unit. It may increase
Lydia’s strength in her
lower extremities, 
hopefully eliminating
the need for bladder
reconstruction.

In more recent years, the Trust Fund has encouraged a strong and
growing partnership with parents of children with special health care needs.
Michigan responded when, in 1987, then-U.S. Surgeon General C. Everett
Koop issued a call for the development of systems of care for children with
special health needs, including the concept of family-centered care. The
Children’s Special Health Care Services Division of what was then the
Michigan Department of Public Health became a pioneer by creating the
Parent Participation Program. This too, has received significant funding
through the Trust Fund.

In 1990 a Trust Fund for Children with Special Needs Advisory
Committee was formed. This advisory body is comprised of parents and
family members of special health needs children and professionals who 
volunteer their time to give thoughtful input and guidance into the policies
and grant-making process of the Trust Fund.

A Historical Perspective  

Melissa
Melissa is a lovely 17
year old from northern
Michigan. She is 
graduating from high
school and will attend
college in the fall of
2000. The Trust Fund 
for Children with Special
Needs provided a
wheelchair for Melissa
that helps her get to the
activities she loves.

Photo Courtesy of the
Detroit Free Press © 1999
by J. Kyle Keener

CSHCS Family Phone Line: 1-800-359-3722



Financial Highlights

FISCAL YEAR 1999 TRUST FUND FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS –

FINANCIAL REPORT

Special Services/Equipment $500,000 $282,498 $217,502
Conference Sponsorships 9,000 0 9,000
Parent Participation Program 144,000 109,079 34,921
Special Projects 57,800 10,000 37,747
Administration and Communication 39,200 10,161 39,092

TOTAL $750,000 411,738 338,262

FY96 Trust Fund Appropriation $750,000

FY97 Revenue $323,371

FISCAL YEAR 1999 TRUST FUND FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS –

INCOME  AND EXPENDITURES

Beginning Balance as of 10/1/98 $3,651,094
Income $ 323,371
Donations & Requests $  59,734
Sale of Cheboygan Property $130,000
Distribution From trust Held by Comerica Bank $  12,323
Distribution From State of Michigan 

Common Cash Fund $121,314

Expenditures $   317,128 

Ending Balance as of 9/30/97 $3,657,337

NET WORTH OF TRUST FUND FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS – 

AS OF SEPTEMBER 30 OF EACH YEAR

FISCAL U.S. CASH REAL TOTAL CHANGE IN
YEAR STOCKS TREASURY NOTE RESERVES ESTATE NET WORTH NET WORTH

▲
▲

▲

1993

1994

1995

1996

1997 (A)

1998

1999

$ 7,897,500

$10,563,750

$10,057,500

$10,833,750

-0-

-0-

-0-

-0-

-0-

-0-

-0-

14,250,000 (B)

14,250,000

14,250,000

$2,837,125

$2,927,469

$2,844,813

$3,972,427

$3,280,304

$3,651,094

$3,657,337

$       85,000

$       85,000

$       85,000

$       85,000

$       85,000

$126,000 (C)

-0- (D)

$10,819,625

$13,576,219

$12,987,313

$13,991,178

$17,615,304

$18,027,094

$17,907,337

$ 308,814

$2,756,594

($   588,906)

$1,003,865

$3,624,126

$ 411,790

($  119,757) 

(A)  Dow Stock sold 4/97, US Treasury note purchased.

(B)  Interest on note not included until mature 10/01.

(C)  New appraisal Cheboygan property.

(D)  Sale of Cheboygan property.

Category Allocation Expenditures Balance

Individuals, Businesses and Organizations

Support the Trust Fund 

DONATIONS OF UP TO $250
United Way of Isabella County
Harbor Springs Public Schools
Health Systems Research
Borgess Medical Center
Hayes-Green-Beach Memorial Hospital
Holy Trinity Philoptochos Society
Donna Cole
Elaine Woolston
Mark and Rebecca Emerson
Carrie Schafer
Joyce Schafer
Carmen Adkins
David Harding
Michelle Johnson
Brenda Abbott
Dennis McManaman
Joseph Orlandi
Gordon, Christine, Kimberly and Kelly Forsyth

DONATIONS FROM $251 - $500
Consolidated Welfare Board
Washtenaw County United Way
Kathryn Cox
Steven and Andrea Purvis

DONATIONS FROM $501 - $1,000
Danti Tool and Die, Inc.

DONATIONS FROM $1,000 - $5,000
Capital Area United Way
Buist Electric, Inc.

DONATIONS FROM $5,000 - $10,000
Normena E. Lighthart Estate
Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation

DONATIONS OF MORE THAN $10,000
Lewis E. Williams Estate



GIFTS IN MEMORY OF ANNA HEINZ

Birchwood Construction Company
Michael and David Heinz
Laura Sylvain
Wayne and Linda Heminger
Lois Manville
Wilbur Schumucker - The Old Order Amish
Church
Lawrence Beck & Co.

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF LEORA NEWSOME

Gil and Emma Seger
Roger and Eloise Miller
Robert and Anna Richardson
Frances Sebolt
Charles and Le Ann Green

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF CONNIE GAGLIARDO

Maurice and Cheyl Schinck
Mr. and Mrs. Vito Capizzo
Beverly Faraone
Michael and Jean Postelli
Mary Gagliardo
Joseph and Cynthia Aviles
Joe and Reda Gagliardo
Midwest Timer Service, Inc.

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF JUSTIN MCCOOL

Robert Villarose

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF MARGUERITE KIEL

Kay Kiel-Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Plakke
Armada High School Staff
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Young Jr.
Richard and Judy Weick
Dennis and Doris Tubergen

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF BETTY PARKER

Maxine Burhans
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard McKee
Mr. and Mrs. Keith McKee
Marge McKee
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Gustafson
Dave, Laura, Katie and Teddy Ryan

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF RICHARD JERUE

Grace Cobb

GIFTS IN MEMORY JOHN ARMSTRONG

Eileen Pearson

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF IRENE BREWER

Helen Sehl

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF DR. GERALD RICE, MD
Jeanette Klemczak
Dennis Dilwofth

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF CATHERINE KAVANAGH

Alice Gendell
Joan Moiles

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF TREVOR SMITH

Duthler Truck Center

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF PAT MEMORIAL

Barbara and Robert Doll

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF PATRICIA GOUDY

Bill and Michelle Johnson

Individuals, Businesses and Organizations

Support the Trust Fund 

Individuals, Businesses and Organizations

Support the Trust Fund 



Porcha & Falasade
The Trust Fund for Children
with Special Needs has 
provided equipment which
helps Porcha access her 
environment. While her 
medical needs have been 
covered by private insurance,
the Trust Fund provided a van
lift to help Porcha take part 
in activities with other kids in 
her Detroit community, and 
to go on family errands 
and outings.

Falasade recently attended 
the Relatively Speaking 
conference, which is partially
funded by the Trust Fund for
Children with Special Needs,
where she met Porcha. 
The conference provides 
information, support and
resources to parents, siblings,
and grandparents of children
facing challenges.

1999 TRUST FUND FOR

CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERS

Gretchen Backer, physical therapist
James Beri, family representative
Randy Krause, co-chair, parent representative
Herman Moehlman, attorney-at-law
Diana Rigatto, parent representative
Ira Strumwasser, Ph.D., co-chair, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF KIMBERLY ANN GRAVES

Elton and Ann Riedorf

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF ADAM KRAWCZYK

William and Florence Krawczyk

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF VINCENT COBB

Grace Cobb
Ann Cobb

GIFTS IN HONOR OF KIMBERLY FORSYTH

Richard and Clara May Purvis

Individuals, Businesses and Organizations

Support the Trust Fund 

CSHCS Family Phone Line: 1-800-359-3722



John Engler, Governor
James K. Haveman, Jr., Director

MDCH is an equal opportunity employer, services and programs provider.
2,000 copies printed at $1.325 each with a total cost of $2,650.

THE TRUST FUND FOR CHILDREN WITH
SPECIAL NEEDS IS A MEMBER OF THE

MICHIGAN COUNCIL OF FOUNDATIONS


